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Introduction 


Muslims recite the Holy Quran in their five daily prayers. Additionally, they recite it to obtain 
blessings from Allah the Almighty. Therefore, it is a requirement to read the Quran with 
perfection. However, perfecting the recitation of the Quran necessitates that it is read with rules 


that would enable this process. These rules are called Tajweed. 


The rules of Tajweed assist the reader in articulating and pronouncing the letters of the Quran 
correctly during the recitation. Moreover, it ensures each letter is pronounced with all its 


qualities and characteristics, as this provides every letter with the right it deserves. 


In this book, each topic is illustrated with examples for every rule of Tajweed studied. In 
addition, charts, diagram and tables are presented to enable visual learners’ comprehension of the 


subject, as well as, aids for teachers in the field of this science . 


Finally, extra notes are written throughout this booklet in order to offer clarification to specific 
issues that might hinder one’s full comprehension of the topic. Moreover, these notes provide 


additional information that enhance the learners’ acquisition in the Science of Tajweed. 
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TAJWEED 


THE MEANING OF TAJWEED 


Tajweed entrusts every letter of the Quran its right and what it deserves during recitation, with 


respect to its pronunciation, description and stretching. 


THE PURPOSE OF TAJWEED 
The rules of Tajweed protects the Quran from mistakes when it is being recited. Additionally, it 


beautifies the recitation and the reader obtains blessings for every letter pronounced correctly 


during the recitation. 


THE RULINGS ON TAJWEED 


Learning the rules of Tajweed is Fard Kifaayah 1.e. it is compulsory that some people in the 


community know the rules of Tajweed. 


However, reading with the rules of Tajweed is Fard Ain 1.e. it is compulsory on everyone to read 


the Quran with the rules of Tajweed. 


AL IST? AAZHAH AND AL BASMALAH 


AL ISTI’AAZHAH is seeking refuge in Allah - that is saying aia ll ceil Os ail veal 


A’oozu billaahi menash shaitaa nir rajeem - I seek refuge in Allah from Satan the rejected. 


\° 


AL BASMALAH is beginning in the name of Allah - that is saying asl CsI) atl ate 


Bismillaa hir rah maa nir raheem - In the name of Allah, the most Beneficent, the most Merciful 
Rules of Al Isti’aazhah and Al Basmalah 


1. When commencing the recitation of the Quran, one should always start by saying the 


Isti’aazhah, whether at the beginning or in the middle of a chapter (Surah). 


Example at the beginning of the Surah Ba) ail ph C8 * aap SM GUL Gye ally O56 
Example in the middle of the Surah Msp aly ab al * a ceil Gye ally Syl 


Note: Reading the Isti’aazhah once is sufficient when reciting the entire Quran in one sitting. 


2. Reading the Basmalah at the beginning of every Surah of the Quran except Surah Tawbah 
(Ch 9) is Sunnah Muakkadah (an action that the Prophet - May the peace and blessings of Allah 
the Almighty be upon him - did regularly). 


3. Commencing the recitation from the middle of a Surah, one has the choice to read the 


Basmalah or not. However, the Isti’aazhah must be read. 


Example with the Basmalah in the middle of the surah. 
M53 ab g Ma ab pan ARN a ahs aa GLEE Ge wily Se 


Example without the Basmalah in the middle of the surah. 
Sy alg Mh al * pap Sl GUAR Ge atl 5K 
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4. There are four ways of reading the Isti’aazhah and the Basmalah along with the Surah. 


(a) Read them all together in one breath, while pronouncing the last letter in Isti’aazhah and the 


Basmalah. 


Ba) ail pe 8 ape 5M pe a aby aie I GUL Gye aly S56 


(b) Read them separately i.e. stop and take a new breath after each one of them. 


Bah Zl ge C8 are SM ye SN alt aly * are SN GLEN Gyo aly 5 


(c) Read the Isti’aazhah and the Basmalah together in one breath, then the beginning of the Surah 
in another breath. 


0 


3a) 2 gh C8 pre ek SN ab aly ae WM GLEAN Gye ails 456 


(d) Read the Isti’aazhah with one breath, then the Basmalah and the beginning of the Surah in 


another breath. 


}° 


B5) ai) gh OB aM ye at alas ae WM GLEAN Gye ally A561 


5. There are four ways of reciting the Basmalah when it is located between two Surahs. Three of 


these ways are permissible and one is not. 


The Permissible Ways 


(a) Read all together in one breath i.e. join the last Aayah (verse) of the first Surah, the 
Basmalah and the first Aayah of the second Surah all together in one breath. 


SEH Gags S561 OB aie SM AR SU ail alas SST 156 Al OS a 
(b) Read them separately, i.e. stop and take a new breath after each one of them. 


SH G52 S561 OE aia WM GS atl aba * Aah 198 Al OS als 
(c) Pausing after the end of the last Aayah of the first Surah, then join the Basmalah to the first 
Aayah of the second Surah. 


SUH Cas S564 Th he GAA SI ail ata * Anh 1588 Al GS als 
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The One Way that is Not Permissible 


(d) Joining the last Aayah of the first Surah to the Basmalah, then stop before starting to recite 
the first Aayah of the second Surah. 


SH a5, A561 GE pin SI Ged SII ail ala SSH 1588 al OG al 


6. There is no Basmalah at the beginning of Surah Tawbah (Ch 9). However the reader may 
begin with the Isti’aazhah. 


If the reader wishes to join the last Aayah of Surah Al Anfaal (Ch 8) and the beginning of the 


Surah Tawbah, there are three ways of reading it. 


(a) Join the last Aayah of Surah Al Anfaal to the first Aayah of Surah Tawbah without pausing: 


AN 5 all Goo el p aale ecock OS ail Gy) 


(b) Pause between them for two beats (seconds) with the same breath: 


ow 


Alpin 5 ail Geshe Alle 66 OS ail GI 


(c) Read them separately: 


AN) 5 ail Go ali Gale eC OS) al S 
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THE RULES OF NUUN SAAKIN AND TANWEEN 


Nuun Saakin is the letter Nuun with Sukuun © over it - 3 


Tanween is either Fathatine ,Kasratine _ orDummatine __, which in fact is - © 
How is Tanween, Nuun Saakin? 


For example, the word qs (book) in reality is GS . However, in this case, the Nuun Saakin is 


removed and is represented by a second Dummah at the end of the word. 


There are four rules whenever a Nuun Saakin or Tanween ( ° ; ) is placed before any of the 


letters of the Arabic alphabet. 
These Rules are: 


1. Allzhaar- - ey - Clarity 

Al Idghaam - alésyl - Assimilation 
Allqlaab -<28Y! - Complete Change 
Allkhfaa - elaayl - Distortion 


SS i 


To understand the rules of Nuun Saakin and Tanween, one must first understand the term 


Ghunnah - 4é (a nasal sound). 


Ghunnah is a sound originating from within the nostril. It is embedded in the letters Meem and 
Nuun. These letters cannot be pronounced except that part of their sounds come from the nasal 
passage. To demonstrate this, hold your nose (stopping the breathing) then try to call these 


letters. You will find that it is difficult to pronounce them correctly. 
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Explanation of the Four Rules of Nuun Saakin and Tanween 


1. Allzhaar - ¢8Y\- Clarit 

This rule involves six letters of the alphabet i.e. € T & e& wy) 

Whenever a Nuun Saakin or a Tanween is placed before any of the six letters above, the Nuun 
Saakin or Tanween is pronounced clearly and distinctly. There is no Ghunnah in their 


pronunciation. 


Examples: 
a. Nuun Saakin and each of these letters in a single word: 


° -° 
Z 0-7 a < - 


Ags) Gee O50 Geb Oye Ost 
a a a a * 


b. Nuun Saakin at the end of one word and the letters of Al Izhaar at the beginning of the next 


word immediately following it: 


Bowe, Ee Oe a (ee (ps la Ge Gale Cs 


s a = 2 a 
c. Tanween and each of these letters: 


Side Libis sade Ass bk Ui ok 
a a . c = j 


Note: 

¢ With the Tanween, these four rules always occur with the presence of two words, as in the 
examples in section C. 

¢ This rule is also called Al Izhaar Al Halqee because these six letters originate from the throat 


area. 
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2. Alidghaam - al&3Y)- Assimilation 
This rule involves six letters of the alphabet alsoie. G 9 J @ UG 


An easy way to recall these letters is by remembering the word © sla_ 


Whenever a Nuun Saakin or Tanween is placed before any of these letters, the sound of the Nuun 


Saakin or Tanween is merged into the sound of the letters of Idghaam i.e. the Nuun Saakin or 
Tanween is not pronounced. A Shaddah (~ ) is placed over the letter of Idghaam making the rule 


of assimilation easy to recognize. 
The rule of Al Idghaam always appears with the presence of two words, whereby the Nuun 
Saakin or Tanween is at the end of one word and the letter of Idghaam is at the beginning of the 


word following it. Hence, this rule is not found in the presence of a single (one) word. 


Out of the six letters of Al Idghaam, four are pronounced with Ghunnah while the remaining two 


are called without Ghunnah. 


The two letters that are pronounced without Ghunnah are J and J. 


Examples: 
gal ar - which is read - Gaile 


cond gt 28 . : coum ye <8 
Casall ca’ =~ whichisread - (ssiell 


egivde = whichisread- agi 
ais 386 = - whichisread - ais) 38% 


The four letters that are pronounced with Ghunnah are § a O ¢ 


Easily remembered by the word $24 . 
These four letters are divided into two sections: 


a. Complete Assimilation with Ghunnah = - a Sal Sl! ale dy! 
b. Incomplete Assimilation with Ghunnah - ay ait! aléay! 
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a. Complete Assimilation with Ghunnah _- “ies JlSI sl SY! 


This involves the letters @ and ©, where the Nuun Saakin or Tanween is assimilated 
completely into the Meem or Nuun following immediately in the next word. This assimilation is 


pronounced with Ghunnah for a duration of two beats (two seconds). 


Examples: 


¥ 
“ 


dari (ys - which is read - dari 


dacl Mas) -whichisread- 4acl Lays 


ee bs - which is read - Tes 
ce 6h 54 - which is read - os el5a 


“ 


b. Incomplete Assimilation with Ghunnah - 4%) .yadlill alé3Y1 


This involves the letters § and © , where the Nuun Saakin or Tanween is assimilated into the 
Waw or Yaa following immediately in the next word but not completely. In some Qurans, there is 
no Shaddah over the Waw and Yaa when this rule occurs. Nevertheless, it is pronounced with 


Ghunnah for two beats. 


Examples: 


islss = -whichisread- (ls 
eels sglie - which is read - pels dslie 


O38 on - which is read - O's 
as (GUas - which is read - a gills 
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As previously mentioned, the rule of Al Idghaam always involves two words. Therefore, 
whenever Nuun Saakin is followed immediately by a Waw or Yaa in a single word it does not 
follow the rule of Al Idghaam in assimilating into each other. Instead, the Nuun Saakin is 
pronounced clearly as in the rule of Al Izhaar without assimilation or Ghunnah. This is known as 
Izhaar Mutlaq (Absolutely Clear). 


There are three types of Izhaar Mutlaq. 


A. This is where the Nuun Saakin is followed by a Waw or a Yaa in the same word. There are 
only four such words in the Quran: 


a gh ls ke 


B. This is where Nuun Saakin is found at the end of a letter when spelling it - example the 
letter UL» is spelt Cw and the letter © is spelt ae 33 - and the Nuun Saakin is followed by 
the letter Waw -. . 
This is found in two places in the Quran: 
(i) Surah Yaseen é gle all 3* os 


(ii) Surah Al Qalam_— - alall 5 * G 


However, with aul as in Surah Al Qasas, the ending of the letter Seen is assimilated into the 


letter Meem and is pronounced with Ghunnah. 
aub - ig read - avays Us 


C. This is when stopping on the Nuun Saakin during the recitation. The Nuun Saakin is not 


assimilated into the letter of Idghaam following it. 


ass ol eA * Gudlall G5 
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3. AlIglaab_- coy - Complete Change 


This rule involves only one letter of the alphabet i.e. = 

Whenever Nuun Saakin or Tanween is placed before the letter Baa, the sound of the Nuun Saakin 
or Tanween is changed completely into the sound of a Meem and is pronounced with a light 
Ghunnah. A light Ghunnah is referred to the lips not pressing tightly together during the 


pronunciation of the Ghunnah. 


This can be recognized in some Qurans with a little Meem over the Nuun Saakin or Tanween. 


The rule of Al Iqlaab is found within a single word or with two words. 


Examples: 
F 


With a single word : eG - which is read - ele 
r 


With two words : 2c -whichisread- 2% 


: 
: las aile - which is read - laveaile 


4. AlIkhfaa -_¢44Y)- Distortion 
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This rule involves all remaining letters of the alphabet i.e. all letters that are not in the rules of Al 
Izhaar, Al Idghaam or Al Iqlaab. 


This is a combination of fifteen letters: 4 § 4 Eb G2 Ya Gis JAG GG 


Whenever Nuun Saakin or Tanween is placed before any of the above letters, the sound of the 


Nuun Saakin or Tanween is distorted between the sounds of Al Izhaar and Al Idghaam and is 


pronounced with Ghunnah. This rule is also found within a single word or two words. It is 


known as Al Ikhfaa Al Haqeeqee. 


Examples: 


LETTERS 


Cy 


€ 


IN A SINGLE WORD 


WITH TWO WORDS 


WITH TANWEEN 
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NUUN SAAKIN AND TANWEEN 


Al Izhaar 
Al Halgee 


ais ghey 


Pronounced 
without 
Ghunnah 


Al Idghaam Al Iqlaab 


aléay! pty 


J 2 as 
Pronounced Pronounced Pronounced 
without with Ghunnah with Ghunnah 
Ghunnah 


Al Ikhfaa 
Al Haqeeqee 


ids) olay 


All remaining 
letters 


Pronounced 
with Ghunnah 
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THE RULES OF MEEM SAAKIN 


There are three rules whenever a Meem with Sukuun ( @ ) is placed before any of the letters of 


the alphabet. 


These rules are: 


1. AlIdghaam Ash Shafawi - ¢ ll aléayl - Assimilation 


2. AlIkhfaa Ash Shafawi - & sul oladyl - Distortion 
3. Al Izhaar Ash Shafawi - & sl okeby - Clarity 


These rules are called ‘Shafawi’ because Meem is a letter that originates from the lips. The word 


‘Shafawi’ also distinguishes between these rules and the rules of Nuun Saakin and Tanween. 


1. Alldghaam Ash Shafawi - 3 98d alE 3) —- Assimilation 


This rule involves one letter of the alphabet i.e. a . 
Whenever Meem Saakin is placed before the letter Meem, the sound of the Meem Saakin is 
assimilated into the sound of the Meem following it and is pronounced with Ghunnah. This rule 


is recognized by a Shaddah ( ~ ) over the second Meem, 


Examples: 


UA aSele -which isread - GyaSela 
Ua Biles - which is read - Oley 
Sie 2a la -which is read - aSien la 
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2. Al Ikhfaa Ash Shafawi _ - 5 ght slaky) - Distortion 


This rule involves one letter of the alphabet also i.e. +. 

Whenever Meem Saakin is placed before the letter Baa, the sound of the Meem Saakin is 
distorted between the sounds of Al Izhaar and Al Adghaam and is pronounced with a light 
Ghunnah. 


Examples: 
Sb SSI ol 5 
pS Sua 
Salk el 


Note: Al Ikhfaa Ash Shafawi in the rules of Meem Saakin and Al Iqlaab in the rules of Nuun 
Saakin and Tanween, the lips are joined together lightly. They are not pressed against each other 


as in Al Idghaam Ash Shafawi in the rules of Meem Saakin. 


This rule involves all the remaining letters of the alphabet. That is twenty-six letters: 
SPeCSIA GUE CHE Ger irxe ceeds 


Whenever Meem Saakin is placed before any of the above letters, the Meem Saakin is 


pronounced clearly and distinctly without Ghunnah. 


Examples: 
Letters Examples 
| Aut i 
“ ost 4 5 
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é Ys Siaié 
¢ a)s alls 
3 ai) 543 aghs ge 
3 als 288 
J Lis) Sale 
2 Cb) 5 al 


¢ 
12 
bi 


cC.omo- | | §& G 
eB 
ie 


Cc Cc. k& G 
» Yn, 

\C. EE R 

tor | ©2,| Be, 


G 
fg 

Sa 

G 


of 
one, oo 


G 
F 
Spe 
z 


The clarity in the pronunciation is more emphasized when the letter Faa ‘9’ or Waw ‘5’ is 
placed after the Meem Saakin. The reason being, these letters originate from the same area as the 


Meem, which are the lips. 
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MEEM SAAKIN 


Al Ikhfaa 
Ash Shafawi 


Al Izhaar 
Ash Shafawi 


Al Idghaam 
Ash Shafawi 


6 sell al SYI (gst elGAY! gall ey) 


All remaining 


(nd) 
p letters 
Pronounced Pronounced Pronounced 
with Ghunnah with Ghunnah without 


Ghunnah 
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PLACES WHERE GHUNNAH IS FOUND 


Ghunnah (nasal sound) is divided into two parts: 


1. Original - dibal 
2. Secondary - dic *yall 


1. Original Ghunnah ( ditial 


Original Ghunnah is the nasal sound that is embedded within the letter itself, where no additional 
stretching is attached to it. This is found in two letters of the alphabet i.e. Meem e and Nuun ©. 
As mentioned previously, these two letters will not be pronounced correctly except that their 


sounds originate from the nasal passage. 


Examples: 
oes| Rua Y 5 sa sa 


2. Secondary Ghunnah _ ( dos all ) 


Secondary Ghunnah stretches for two beats (two seconds). There are nine situations in which this 


Ghunnah is established during the recitation. 


Four of these situations occur with the letter Nuun, three with the letter Meem, one with the 
merging of the letter Baa into the letter Meem and one with the merging of the letter Laam - Al 


At Ta’reef ¢ UI’ (the definite article ‘The’) into the letter Nuun. 
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The Four Situations with the letter Nuun 


Gms, 5 § of 
1. An Nuun Al Mushaddah - al! (sill 
This occurs when a Shaddah is placed over the letter Nuun in a word. 


Example: aS as Ol 


2. The rule of Al Idghaam on four of its letters: 3 @ UO G ( it) in the rules of Nuun Saakin 
and Tanween. 


Examples: WI35Y 51333 cles (fee peal él bh 


3. The rule of Al Iqlaab in the rules of Nuun Saakin and Tanween. 
e 


Example: ae Os 


4. The rule of Al Ikhfaa in the rules of Nuun Saakin and Tanween on its fifteen letters. 


Examples: 9 = dabi Wea Gl eld Gal 


5. Al Meem Al Mushaddah - 234ll all 


This is when a Shaddah is placed over the letter Meem in a word. 


Example: 


6. The rule of Al Idghaam Ash Shafawi in the rules of Meem Saakin. 
Example: 6.) Sgn sli cst 


7. The rule of Al Ikhfaa’ Ash Shafawi in the rules of Meem Saakin. 
Example: (iste 54: 2a la 5 
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The One Situation with the letter Baa 


8. This occurs when the sound of the letter Baa is assimilated into the sound of the letter Meem. 
There is only one place in the Quran where this present i.e. Surah Huud (Ch 11) - Aayah 42. 
Example: es O85) 2 G- whichis read- Uee8)) Gb 


The One Situation with Laam Al At Ta’reef * 0’ 


9. This occurs when the sound of the letter Laam is assimilated into the sound of the letter Nuun. 


Example: JU) Gull 


Note: Whenever a Shaddah is placed over the letter Meem or Nuun, the Ghunnah must be 
pronounced completely for at least two beats, whether the Meem Al Mushaddah or Nuun Al 
Mushaddah is located in the middle of the recitation or at the end of a stop. 
e 
Examples: at la all ost 
a5 Gall Gs 


THE RULES OF LAAM SAAKIN 
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As for Laam with Sukuun ( J ), there are rules whenever it occurs at the beginning, the middle or 


at the end of a word. These rules are either: 


1. Idghaam - Assimilation (without Ghunnah) 
2. Izhaar_ - Clarity 


Laam Saakin at the Beginning of a Word 


These words are specific to nouns, where the definite article ‘ OW meaning ‘the’ is added to a 
noun. For example, the word Cus means ‘a book’ but when ‘ () ’ is added to it, it becomes 
Gushi meaning ‘the book’. This is what is referred to as “Laam Saakin at the beginning of a 


word”. 
This rule involves all the letters of the alphabet. 


Whenever the definite article ‘ O° is added to a noun, it is either pronounced with the rule of 


Idghaam (assimilation) or Izhaar (clarity). 
How to differentiate between these two rules? 
All the letters of the alphabet are divided equally into two parts: 


a. Those which are called “Shamseeyah”. 


b. Those which are called “ Qamareeyah”. 


All of the “Shamseeyah” letters take the rule of Idghaam while all of the “Qamareeyah” letters 


come under the rule of Izhaar. 


a. The “Shamseeyah” letters are fourteen: 


Whenever the definite article ‘ SI ° is followed by one of these letters (Shamseeyah letters), the 
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rule of Idghaam occurs, whereby the sound of the Laam Saakin is merged into the Shamseeyah 


letter. This is recognized by a Shaddah over the Shamseeyah letter. 


All the letters are pronounced without Ghunnah except the letter Nuun, which possesses the 


nasal sound within the letter itself, as previously mentioned. 


Examples: 


Letters 


Cy 


cE -Ma; bac: ba 


C: 


Examples 
which is read 
which is read 
which is read 
which is read 
which is read 
which is read 
which is read 
which is read 
which is read 
which is read 
which is read 
which is read 
which is read 


which is read 


b. The Qamareeyah letters are fourteenalso: Ge AseAI G4 eeecreEYL 


Whenever the definite article ‘ SI ° is followed by any of these letters (Qamareeyah letters) the 
sounds of the Laam Saakin is pronounced clearly and distinctly. There is no assimilation nor 


Ghunnah. This takes the rule of Izhaar. 


Examples: 


Letters Examples 


f& G: 
BE 


G 

(: 
oe 
‘E, \ 
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30 
Laam Saakin in the Middle of a Word 


Whenever Laam Saakin occurs in the middle of a word it is pronounced clearly and distinctly. 


This takes the rule of Izhaar also. 
Examples: = Jaulu en thls sail les 
Laam Saakin at the End of a Word 


These are words other than nouns. Whenever Laam Saakin is placed at the end of a word, 
followed by a word beginning with the letter Laam J or Raa J, the rule of Idghaam 


(assimilation) occurs. 


Examples: 
aS Ua - which is read - ala 
Jal y os - which is read - J'ai ti 


cl JAS! 9 © -whichisread- Gaal 5 


dad’) Ch - which is read - 424) 
YG om : : y oe. 
C1) U8 5 - which is read - Wis 


However, when the Laam Saakin is followed by any of the remaining letters of the alphabet (i.e. 
all letters except Laam and Raa), it is pronounced clearly and distinctly. The rule of Izhaar is 


applied. 


Examples: ’si Ua sith cides fb a 


LAAM SAAKIN 


BEGINNING MIDDLE OF END OFA 
OF A WORD A WORD WORD 


! ! 


Before the Before the Before all Before the Before the 

Shamseeyah Qamareeyah letters of the letters remaining 
letters letters alphabet J and 5 letters 
spel Jal tiles adi da a 


er ca) oh sai) dk 50s 
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THE RULES OF MADD 


Madd is the stretching of the sound of the letter when it is being pronounced with a long vowel. 
In Arabic there are three short vowels: Fathah(_), Kasrah ( _ ) and Dummah ( : ), which 
shorten the sounds of the letters. Additionally, there are three long vowels, which lengthen the 


sounds of the letters. 
The three long vowels are: 


1. Alif Saakin preceded by a Fathah over the letter before it ( eo ), example in the word Cis : 
2. Yaa Saakin preceded by a Kasrah under the letter before it ( ¢ — ), example in the word 
3. Waw Saakin preceded by a Dummah over the letter before it ( s~ ), example in the word 


The rules of Madd are divided into two main sections, which are further subdivided into other 


parts. 
The Two Main Sections are: 


1. Al Madd At Tabee’ee - ceri sal! - Original Madd 
2. Al Madd Al Far’ee “ge all aall - Secondary or Additional Madd 
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1. Al Madd At Tabee’ee - eosil ; f A - Original Madd 


This Madd is stretched for two beats (two seconds). It occurs when the letter with a short vowel - 
Fathah, Kasrah or Dummah- is stretched due to a long vowel -Alif, Yaa and Waw- that follows it 


respectively, and where a Hamzah ( ¢ ) or a Sukuun does not follow the long vowel. 


There are four types of Al Madd At Tabee’ee - Original Madd. 


a. Madd Al Badal - Jail aa - Changing 
b. Madd Al ‘Ewad - va ‘sll % - Replacing 
c. Madd Al Alefeet - Cla! aa - Contains an Alif 


d. Madd As Selatis Sughraa - (¢2+all 4lLall a - Small Connection 


a. Madd Al Badal_- Jsil x2 - Changing 
This occurs when two Hamzahs come together in a single word. The first Hamzah possessing a 


short vowel while the second Hamzah has a Sukuun over it, for example in the word “ ball ee 
Due to the difficultly in pronouncing such word, the second Hamzah is changed into a long 
vowel suitable to the short vowel that is placed on the first Hamzah. As a result the Hamzah is 


stretched for two beats. 


Examples: sl = - which originally was - sill 
ry) - which originally was - Al 
cl4)) - which originally was- Gla! 


This rule is easily recognized in the Quran when a long vowel comes after a Hamzah. 


Note: There are some words in the Quran that the origin of the long vowel was not a Hamzah. 
However, it resembles the Madd Badal and is stretched for two beats. 
Examples: N68 V3 hel 54) 
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b. Madd Al ‘Ewad_ - sal + - Replacing 


This occurs when stopping on a letter with a Fathatine ( ). The sound of the Fathatine is 
removed and replaced by the sound of an Alif (long vowel), which causes the letter to stretch for 
two beats. 
Examples: 152i - when stopping, it is read - |e 

sla - when stopping, itisread- ela 

\3e  - when stopping, it is read - Be 
This stretching applies to all the letters of the alphabet excepting Taa Al Marbuutah (¢ or + ). 
When stopping on a Taa Al Marbuutah with Fathatine over it, it is not stretched. It is pronounced 
as the letter Haa (> or « ) instead. 
Examples: 43° - when stopping, it is read - 43538 


“Ale - when stopping, it is read - tele 


c. Madd Al Alefaat_- GUWY! xa - Containing an Alif 


This type of Madd is established in five letters of the alphabet. These letters are written in the 
beginning of some Surahs. They are: «~@ & © J c 
Easily remembered by the phrase - eb - 
When spelling these letters, an Alif is present in their spelling. 
Example: ¢ is spelt & 
» is spelt !> 
iL - th ,2-B,G-b 


The Alif causes the letter to stretch for two beats. 


Examples: In Surah Al Ahgaaf - it starts with - as which reads aS 
In Surah Al Taa Haa - it starts with- 44 which reads ‘Ub 
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d. Madd As Silatis Sughraa - Gb eall AlLall va - Small Connection 


This occurs when the pronoun Haa (* meaning ‘his, him or it’) is attached to the end of a word. 
Example: ays at é 

And whereby the pronoun Haa falls between two letters of the alphabet that possess short 
vowels, excepting the letter Hamzah. 


Example: rs ai) 


¢ When the pronoun Haa comes with a Dummah over it, it is pronounced as though a Waw is 
added after, causing it to stretch for two beats. This rule is easily recognized in the Quran by a 


little Waw which follows the attached pronoun Haa. 


Examples: rm AI -whichisread - 38 se) 


a ue. . i woe okey 
44a Axe - which is read - 405_2 94% 


¢ However, if the pronoun Haa possesses a Kasrah under it, it is pronounced as though a Yaa is 
added after, causing it to stretch for two beats. In the Quran there is a little Yaa following the 


Haa making this rule easily recognizable. 
Examples: 1388 4; Ga} - which is read - O88 (og Gees 


This rule applies also to the word ‘e8’, 
Example: eligi coda G8 - which is read - ccligis (BM os 


Note: This rule does not apply in some cases. 


Example: 


1. In Surah Azzumar (Ch 39) Aayah 7 : asi cvongy 


2. When the Haa is a component of the original word itself - OS aa 5 ASI 
Here, the word 4S| 54 means ‘fruits’. The letter Haa is a part of the original word. As a result, 


the Haa is not stretched. 
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3. When the pronoun Haa is placed between two Sukuuns - “su adle 


The Yaa that comes before the Haa and the Laam after it, have Sukuuns on them. 
4. When a Sukuun is placed on the Haa itself - REN 3 4a) 


5. When a Sukuun is placed on the letter before the Haa - 38 agi) 


The Sukuun comes on the Yaa before the Haa. 


6. When a Sukuun is placed on the letter after the Haa - Aas) 4] 3 Mal) 43 


The Sukuun comes on the Laam after the Haa. 


However, in Surah Al Furqaan (Ch 25) Aayah 69, the rule of stretching for two beats is applied, 
even though a Sukuun is placed on the letter before the pronoun Haa. This is an exception to the 
general rule of Al Madd As Silatis Sughraa - Liles 438 


2. ALMadd Al Far’ee - call sali - Secondary Madd (Additional Stretching) 


This is the stretching of a letter that possesses a long vowel (!- 5 -  ). This Madd is stretched 


for more than two beats, due to a Hamzah or a Sukuun that follows the long vowel. 


The stretching caused by a Hamzah 


This Madd is of three types: 


a. Al Madd Al Waajib Al Muttasil -Jaaitll Gal sll aall- Connected, Obligatory stretching 
b. Al Madd Al Jaaiz Al Munfasil - nail! Baes sal). Separated, Optional stretching 
c. Al Madd As Silatil Kubraa - Sl ditall salt Large Connection 


These Madds are stretched for four to five beats and are easily recognized by this sign ‘ ~’ 


over the letter. 
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a. Al Madd Al Waajib Al Muttasil ~Sueaiiall Gal sil vall_ Connected, Obligatory stretching 


This is where a Hamzah follows immediately after a long vowel in a single word. It is obligatory 


to stretch the letter that the long vowel is attached to for at least four beats. 

Examples: e938 b Cguaill FEN 

b. AlMadd Al Jaaiz Al Munfasil - Jaadill plat salle Separated, Optional stretching 

This is where the long vowel is placed at the end of a word and the Hamzah comes immediately 
after it in the beginning of the following word. 

There is the option of stretching this Madd for either two, four or five beats. If one chooses to 


stretch this Madd for example two beats, then that length of stretching must be consistent 


throughout the recitation, regarding this rule. 
Examples: Lal & audi] i Uale | ‘158 


c. AlMadd As Silatil Kubraa - i tony vall- Large Connection 


This is where the attached pronoun Haa is placed between a letter with a short vowel and a 
Hamzah (the Hamzah coming after the Haa). 
This is stretched for four to five beats. This rule is easily recognized by a little Waw or Yaa 


following the Haa. 


Examples: 


ail lt, yal 4 -whichisread - 4H (<I ‘Aja 3 


2a 


4) 445 aie = -whichisread- 4 Gg) Sic 


Note: For the Madd As Silatis Sughraa the Haa is stretched for two beats (studied previously). 
Here however, the Madd As Silatil Kubraa is stretched for four to five beats due to a Hamzah 


that follows it. 
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The stretching caused by a Sukuun 


This type of Madd consists of two main sections which are furthered subdivided. 
a. AlMadd Al ‘Aarid - U2 Jul acl! - Accidental Stretching 
b. AlMaddAlLaazim- e@ ul sal) - Compulsory Stretching 


a. Al Madd Al ‘Aarid_ - v2 ull dal! - Accidental Stretching 


This Madd occurs when stopping on a word that carries !- cs - 5 before its last letter. 
This Madd is of two types: 


(i) Al Madd Al ‘Aarid Lissukuun - © Saul ue Jal all - Stretching caused by an accidental 
Sukuun 


(ii ) Madd Al Leen - call «« - Easy Stretch 


(i) Al Madd Al ‘Aarid Lissukuun - Sal : (e— Jal as)! - Stretching Caused by an Accidental 


Sukuun 


When stopping on a word that possesses a long vowel (!~, ¢- , 3+) before the last letter of 
that word, the last letter automatically takes a Sukuun, while the long vowel before it is stretched 


for either two, four or six beats. 
Examples: QO 94bs4l) ais 5!) Gla! 
Note: Whenever the last letter is a Hamzah, it is obligatory to stretch the long vowel that is 


placed before it, for four to six beats and not two beats, for example: eld in Al Madd Al Waayib 
Al Muttasil, as previously studied. 
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(ii ) Madd Al Leen - call x - Easy Stretch 


This occurs when a Fathah is placed before Yaa Saakin or Waw Saakin and the Yaa or Waw 
Saakin comes before the last letter of the word that one stops on during the recitation. 

This Madd is stretched for two, four or six beats. There is no differentiating between a Hamzah 
or any other letter which precedes the last letter of the word that one stops on. They are all 


stretched for either two, four or six beats. 
Examples: es Gstil oe gull (8 


Note: There is no stretching when continuing the recitation and not stopping on words such as 


those mentioned above. 


b. Al Madd Al Laazim - a oul dal! - Compulsory Stretching 


This occurs when along vowel (!+ , = , 3+) is placed before a letter with a Sukuun or 
a Shaddah, in a word or in the spelling of a letter. It is obligatory to stretch the long vowel for six 


beats. 


Note: The reason for a letter possessing a Shaddah being a component of ‘the rules of stretching 
caused by a Sukuun’ is due to the fact that a Shaddah over a letter, represents two identical letters 
being merged together. The first letter having a Sukuun while the second possessing a short 


vowel, for example: 6!= + 0). 


There are two types of Madd Laazim. 
(i) Al Madd Al Laazim Al Kalimee - cell ejul adi - Compulsory Stretching in a Word 
(ii ) Al Madd Al Laazim Al Harfee - fall ej Ul all - Compulsory Stretching in a Letter 


4O 
(i) Al Madd Al Laazim Al Kalimee - <. i UI adi - Compulsory Stretching in a Word 
There are two types of this Madd. 


(a) Al Muthaqaqal - Jaiall - The Heavy Type 
(b) Al Mukhaffah- 44!) - The Light Type 


(a) Al Muthaqqal - The Heavy Type - siall ald ep Ul sell 


This is where a long vowel is placed before a letter with a Shaddah in a single word. The sound 
of the letter that the long vowel is attached to, is stretched for six beats. Thereafter, it is 
assimilated into the letter with the Shaddah that follows it. 

Examples: 44 Lol) calls uledy 


(b) Al Mukhaffah -The Light Type - -aS4l) lS) - 3SU) al) 


Here, a long vowel is placed before a letter with Sukuun in a single word. 
The sound of the letter that the long vowel is attached to, is stretched for six beats. Thereafter, it 
is joined to the letter with the Sukuun that follows it. There is only one such word in the Quran. 


That is ole . It is found twice in Surah Yuunus (Ch 10) Aayahs 51 and 91. 
Note: When an Interrogative Hamzah - | (this is the Hamzah of asking a question in Arabic) is 
placed before the Hamzah of the Definite Article - J! , the Hamzah of the Definite Article is 


stretched for six beats also. This is known as Madd Farq. 


Examples: ale on Sale 
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(ii ) AL Madd Al Laazim Al Harfee - ..4 A! i a jou adi - Compulsory Stretching in a Letter 


This is specific to eight letters of the alphabet: e J J U & U= & © - easily remembered 
by the words: aSiue Cai 

These letters are established at the beginning of some Surahs and are stretched for six beats. 
Excepting for the letter Ain - ¢ , that has the option of stretching for two, four or six beats. Each 


of these letters consists of three letters when being spelt. 


Example: ae GS aY Gk Go tee Ul os 
Note: All of these letters have a long vowel in the middle, except for ‘ox’ which has Yaa Saakin 


in the middle, preceded Fathah. This is known as ‘Leen’. (As discussed previously under the 
topic ‘Madd Al Leen’). 


There are two types of this Madd also. 
(a) Al Muthaqqal - Jiiall - The Heavy Type 
(b) Al Mukhaffah- 44) - The Light Type 


(a) Al Muthaqqal - The Heavy Type - Jail ci All eu! wall 
The rule of Idghaam (assimilation) occurs when reciting these letters, for this reason it is referred 


to as The Heavy Type 


Example 1: 
Surah Al Bagarah begins with ‘ all ’. The Laam and Meem are spelt - as 3Y The rule of 


Idghaam Ash Shafawi is present, whereby the Meem Saakin in the letter Laam is merged into the 
Meem that follows it and is pronounced with Ghunnah. 
It is read - avy . The Laam is stretched for six beats then the Meems are merged together with 


Ghunnah. Thereafter, the Meem is stretched for six beats. 


Example 2: 
Surah Ash Shu’araa begins with ‘ 2’, The Seen and Meem are spelt - ate G2. The rule of 


Idghaan in ‘the rules of Nuun Saakin and Tanween’ is present, whereby the Nuun Saakin in the 


letter Seen is merged into the Meem that follows it and is pronounced with Ghunnah. 
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It is read - apap \L . The Taa is stretched for two beats followed the Seen for six beats. 


Thereafter, the Nuun Saakin in the letter Seen is merged into the Meem following it and is 


pronounced with Ghunnah, then the Meem is stretched for six beats. 


(b) Al Mukhaffah -The Light Type - Sl! 41) . jSU) all 
In this Madd, there is no Idghaam (assimilation) when reciting these letters. Hence, it is referred 


to The Light Type. 


Example 1: 
Surah Yunus begins with “'\, The Laam and Raa are spelt - 1 ay. The rule of Izhaar Ash 


Shafawi is present, whereby the Laam is pronounced clearly. There is no Ghunnah. 


It is read - | AY . The Laam is stretched for six beats, followed by the Raa for two beats. 


Example 2: 

Surah Maryam begins with ‘ CaaS’ It is spelt - tke cic b US . Here, the Kaaf is stretched 
for six beat, the Haa and Yaa for two beats each, followed by the Ain for two, four or six beats 
because it is a ‘leen letter’. Between the letters Ain and Saad there is the rule of Ikhfaa from ‘the 
rules of Nuun Saakin and Tanween’, where the Nuun Saakin in the letter Ain is distorted and 


pronounced with Ghunnah. Thereafter, the Saad is stretched for six beats. 


In Summary: There are fourteen letters of the Arabic alphabet that come at the beginning of 


some Surahs. These letters are: 6 4 J e@ JAG a boeuU ) el 


These fourteen letters are divided into three categories: 
1. A letter that does not have any stretching in it. There is only one such letter and that is 
‘Alif?-|. Example: i! 


2. Letters that are stretched for two beats. There are five letters in this category. 


\ 


jas § @-which are easily remembered by the words eb = . Example: 4b 


3. Letters that are stretched for six beats. There are eight letters in this category. 
ad : LU» & U= & UO - which are easily remembered by the words sSluc Gaal, 
Example e: all 


AL MADD AND ITS DIVISIONS 43 


AT TABEE*EE AL FAR’EE 
etal ee vall 
2 beats 4-6 beats 
1. Al Badal - ile 
2. Al ‘Ewad - | ‘yeti 
3. AlAlefaat - a 
4. As Selatis Sughraa- 3 44) 


CAUSED BYA 
HAMZAH 


CAUSED BYA 
SUKUUN 


4-5 beats 


v 


1. Al Waajib Al Muttasil - ls 
2. AlJaaiz Al Munfasil - io | 
3. As Selatil Kubraa  - 44) @ 445 Sic 


Al ‘Aarid Al Laazim 
2,4 or 6 beats 6 beats 


y 


1. Al ‘Aarid Lis Sukuun - aso 
2. AlLeen -ositl 6 jaall 


y y 


1. Al Muthaqgal - vile 1. AlMuthaqqal - a! 
2. AlMukhaffaf - ovis 2. Al Mukhaffaf - J) 


Alif that Stretches or Not 


There are seven words in the Quran where the Alif is written at the end and is only stretched 
when stopping on it. If one chooses to continue the recitation the Alif is not stretched. 
This is recognized by a little circle ( " ) over the Alif in some Qurans. 


These words are: 


1.41 - example: 2 I - continuing the recitation it is read - 23 GI 


- stopping it is read oper Gi 
2. tis) - example: ail yp ist - continuing itisread = - aul rs OSy 
- stopping it is read - all lisy 


The other five words are: 

3. Gilat eg. Surah Al Ahzaab, Aayah 10 
. 45! eg. Surah Al Ahzaab, Aayah 66 
%45) eg. Surah Al Ahzaab, Aayah 67 
3454 eg. Surah Al Insaan, Aayah 4 
.!oa158 eg. Surah Al Insaan, Aayah 15 


ID Wn ws 


Notes: 
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+ For the Alif in the word >> in Surah Al Insaan - Aayah 4, one has the option of stretching it 


or not when stopping on it. 


+ For the word - |3545 - the Alif is written but is not pronounced when stopping on it or 


continuing the recitation. This is found in Surah Huud - Aayah 68; Al Furqaan - Aayah 38; Al 


Ankabuut - Aayah 38; An Najm - Aayah 51. 
Likewise, this rule is applied to the word i 8 in Surah Insaan - Aayah 16. 
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Elimination of the Long Vowel when Two Sukuuns are Placed Together 


Whenever a word ends with a long vowel and follows by another word that possesses a Sukuun 
in the beginning, the stretching of the long vowel is omitted. 

In other words, the Sukuun in the second word takes precedence over the previous Sukuun on the 
long vowel, resulting in a form of assimilation, whereby the sound of the long vowel is merged 
into the following word causing the stretching of the long vowel to drop completely. Hence, the 


long vowel is written but not pronounced. 


Examples: sLLall Cail ‘3 - which is read - 34a) asiall ) 
Here, there is a Sukuun on the Yaa in the first word and a Shaddah on the Saad in the second 


word. As mentioned before, a letter with a Shaddah is two identical letters coming together in a 


single word, the first one having a Sukuun while the second possessing a short vowel. 


Other examples are: 


shall clas - which is read - stall Jas 

il |i) \"ale — which is read- ail (i) Gale 
Ja) joel) bse! - whichis read- bl peal! Gaal 
diy dsl! YU 5 -whichisread- desl! dla 3 
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AREAS OF ARTICULATION FOR THE ARABIC LETTERS 
yee a ja 


Possessing knowledge of the areas of articulation assists in the correct pronunciation of the 
letters. 


There are seventeen areas of articulation that the Arabic letters originate from. These seventeen 


areas are located under five main sections. 


The five main sections are: 


1. The Interior or the Chest Area- 58/1 - 1 area 
2. The Throat - G&Il - 3 areas 
3. The Tongue - glilll - 10 areas 
4. The Lips - ga) - 2 areas 
5. The Nasal Passage - asusll - | area 


Note: To know the correct area of articulation where a letter originates from, place a Sukuun or a 
Shaddah over the letter and add a Hamzah with a Fathah before it. 
Example: - - ol (ab) - from this experiment it is known that the letter Baa originates from 


the lips. 


ome a (al) - the letter Laam originates from the tongue. And so on. 
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The Five Main Sections 


1. The Interior or the Chest Area - 291i — Al Jawf 
This is the emptiness of the mouth while the jaws are apart from each other. The three long 
vowels originate from this area. 


Which are: !+ (aa) = (ee) 4+ (00) 


2. The Throat - isl) - Al Hal 


The throat has three areas of articulation that six letters arise from. These areas are: 


a. The deepest or furthest part of the throat. The letters Hamzah ( ) and Haa (-* ) come from 
this area. When tested with the method above by adding a Hamzah with a Fathah at the 
beginning, these two letters are pronounced: ai aa and sal - ah. 

b. The middle part of the throat. The letters Ain ( & ) and Haa (7 ) come from this area. 

They are pronounced: | - aa and zi - ah. 
c. The upper part of the throat or the part closest to the tongue. The letters Ghain ( ¢) and Khaa 
(¢ ) come from this area. They are pronounced: | -agh and a - akh. 


3. The Tongue - glial! - Al Lesaan 

The tongue has ten areas of articulation that eighteen letters originate from. These areas are: 

a. From between the raising of the back or furthest part of the tongue (next to the throat) and 
the upper palate that is opposite to it. The letter Qaaf (3 ) comes from this area. It is 


pronounced: Gal - aq. 


b. From between the back or furthest part of the tongue and the upper palate that is opposite to 


it, without the raising of the tongue. The letter Kaaf (4! ) comes from this area. It is 


pronounced: MV ak. 
c. From between the middle of the tongue and the upper palate that is opposite to it. The letters 
Jeem (z ), Sheen ( U* ) and Yaa ( ¢$ ) come from this area. They are pronounced: z) - aj, 


cal - ash and isl - ay. 
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From either the right or left or both sides of the tongue, along with the upper molar teeth. 
The letter Daad ( U= ) comes from this area. It is pronounced O-al - ad. However, the left 


side of the tongue is easier and mostly used. 


From between the sides of the tongue and the upper front gum just above the front teeth. The 


letter Laam ( J ) comes from this area. It is pronounced: a -al. 


From between the tip of the tongue and the upper gum just above the incisors. The letter 


Nuun ( © ) comes from this area. It is pronounced: O) -an. 


From the same places as the letter Nuun, that is from between the tip of the tongue and the 
upper gum. However, there is a slight diversion, whereby the pronunciation of the letter 
enters upon the back of the tongue. The letter Raa ( ) ) comes from this area. It is 


pronounced: °) - ar. The tongue vibrates a bit during pronunciation. 


From between the tip of the tongue and the roof of the upper incisors. The letter Taa (— ), 
Dal (>) and Taa (© ) come from this area. They are pronounced: Si -at , ij -ad and Li - 


at. 


From between the tip of the tongue and the upper and lower incisors. The letters Seen ( U ), 
Saad ( U= ) and Zine ( 5 ) come from this area. They are pronounced: cal - as, Gal -as 


and 3) az. 


From the showing of the tip of the tongue which is placed between the upper and lower 
incisors. The letters Thaa (©), Zaal (4) and Zaa () come from this area. They are 


pronounced: Gath, al -az and 4! az. 
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4. The lips - Berks] - Ash Shafataan 
The lips have two areas that four letters originate from. These areas are: 


a. From between the inside of the lower lip and the edges of the top incisors. The letter Faa (4) 


comes from this area. It is pronounced: <4! - af. 


b. From between the lips. The letters Baa (~), Meem ( a ) and Waw ( » ) come from this area. 


They are pronounced: ol. ab, al -am and 3 - aw. 


The lips are pressed to together when pronouncing the letters Baa and Meem. However, for the 


letter Waw the lips are not pressed together, there is a space between them. 


Note: The Waw here is the letter Waw and not the long vowel. 


5. The Nasal Passage - a psd Si Al Khaishuum 


The Nasal Passage has one area. The sound of Ghunnah originates from this area. 


AREAS OF ARTICULATION FOR THE ARABIC LETTERS 
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AREAS OF ARTICULATION FOR THE ARABIC LETTERS 


ASH AL 
= ve cgeicat: scree diate SHAFATAAN KHAISHUUM 
The Interior The Throat The Tongue The Lips Nasal Passage 
| i : 
The long vowels: v =e . 4 The seund oe 
}a (aa) Cc C 2 WH Ghunnah 
° c a LG 3 
wr (ee) . € 
5% (00) a 2 3 
&b 3 & 
ua Jd 
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QUALITIES OR CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LETTERS 


Possessing knowledge of the characteristics of the Arabic letters also ensures the correct 
pronunciation of the letters. A letter that is not being fulfilled with its qualities during recitation 


is incorrectly pronounced. 
There are two main Qualities: 


1. Permanent Qualities - 4a 55 Catal) 
2. Temporary Qualities - 4,2!) Glacall 


1, PERMANENT QUALITIES - 44334 ciliall 


These qualities are found embedded in the letter itself and cannot be separated from it. 


There are seventeen of these qualities. They are divided into two categories: 

A. Qualities that are opposite to each other. Ten of the seventeen qualities contain in this 
category. 

B. Qualities that do not have opposites. The seven remaining qualities are present in this 


category. 


A. Qualities that are opposite to each other (5 pairs) 


1. Whispering / Loudness - ell 5 Gel 
2. Strength / Weakness - BGS 5N Sa) 
3. Raising / Lowering - JUibY! 5 -eiLY! 
4. Closing / Opening - Gayl 3 Gaby 
5.Fluency  / Restraint - Glaoyl, GIN 


Note: Every letter of the Arabic alphabet possesses at least five qualities. That is one from each 
pair of opposites, for example, if a letter has the quality of 'Whispering - uargll’ it will not have 
the quality of ‘Loudness - eal and if it has the quality of ‘Strength - 88) it will not have the 
quality of ‘Weakness - 33142!’ and so on. 
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Explanation of these Qualities 


1. Whispering - axel - Al Hams 


This is a light pressing in the area where the sound of the letter originates from, causing the 
breath to flow during pronunciation. Ten letters of the alphabet possess this quality. 
These lettersare: @ DG oY wer aa 


They are easily remembered by the words ; OSs Gadi 4555 


2. Loudness - ¢ i) - Al Jahr 


This is a heavy pressing in the area where the sound of the letter originates from, preventing the 


flow of breath during pronunciation. All remaining letters possess this quality (i.e all letters 
except the ten letters that have the quality of ‘Whispering - aagll?), 
These lettersare: G © psU0e SD GE ELLE JD d3¢ 41 


3. Strength - 328) - Ash Sheddah 


This is the closing off of the area where the sound of the letter originates from, along with a 
heavy pressing in that area when pronouncing the letter. Eight letters possess this quality. These 


letters are: S) 3 L 2 ¢ GG Easily remembered by the words: OS Li Asi 


There exits a quality between the categories of ‘Strength’ and ‘Weakness’. That quality is 
‘Moderate’ - Peter or Jau5ill . Five letters possess this quality. 
These letters are: © e J & ») Easily remembered by the words: ae Os 


4. Weakness - 33145!) - Ar Rakhawah 
This is the flowing of the sound of the letter during pronunciation. All remaining letters possess 


this quality (i.e. all letters except the eight letters of ‘Strength - sll" and the five letters of 


‘Moderate - s'5il!’), These lettersare: ®@ 5 @¢ boO@eu UY jI¢ ce 4) 
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5. Raising - e243. - Al Iste’alaa 


This is the raising of the back or the furthest part of the tongue (next to the throat) to the upper 
palate during pronunciation of the letter. Seven letters possess this quality. 


These letters are: 3 ¢ 4 L 44 U2 ~€ Easily remembered by the words: 4s Litt Oak 


6. Lowering - JWG - Al Istefaal 


This is the lowering of the back or the furthest part of the tongue during pronunciation of the 
letter. All remaining letters possess this quality (i.e all letters except the seven letters of “Raising 
- sail’), 


These lettersare: Ge 2s eS HUE GU JZ SIre¢,¢-, GOs 
7. Closing - Goby! - Al Itbaag 


This is the touching of the tongue and the upper palate that is opposite to it during 
the pronunciation of the letter. Four letters have this quality. 


These letters are: 4 b Uo Uo 


8. Opening - ¢ Ua! - Al Infetaah 


This is the separating of the tongue from the upper palate that is opposite to it during 
pronunciation of the letter. All remaining letters possess this quality (1.e. all letters except the 
four letters of ‘Closing - G4bY1’), 


These lettersare: ge ® os Ce UM GUE ESE BH J ALG 7c FEO! 
9. Fluency - G29! - Al Izlaaq 


This is the ease and fluency which the letter is pronounced with from the tip of the tongue and 
the edges of the lips. Six letters possess is quality. 

These letters are: © e J “2 » | Easily remembered by the words: cl Ce 3 

Three of these letters originate from the tip of the tongue, © 4 J while the other three @ a G 


come from the edges of the lips 
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10. Restraint - Glae'y| -Al Ismaat 


This is the prevention of the ease when pronouncing the letters. These letters originate from 
inside the mouth and throat areas and not from the lips and tip of the tongue. All remaining 
letters have this quality (i.e all letters except the six letters of ‘Fluency - YY’), 


These lettersare: Ge Aod Gee bbhoewvie jirsrsieer eal 


B. Qualities that do not have opposites (7) 


These qualities are: 


1. Whistling - pital] 


2. Echoing - lalal) 
3. Softness (ease) - call 
4. Diversion - Lala) 
5. Repetition - Sa) 
6. Spreading pill 
7. Lengthening = - aqUaiLY| 


Explanation of these Qualities 


1. Whistling - jdt | _ As Safeer 


This is a sound that resembles the sound of a bird. 


Three letters possess this quality: v= UL» 5 


2. Echoing - Alslsll - 41 Qalgalah 


This is a strong pressing in the area that the letter originates from, preventing the sound and 
breath to flow. This causes the sound of the letter to re-echo. Five letters possess this quality: 

3 & 2 & & Easily remembered by the words: o> Chi 

This occurs whenever a Sukuun is over one of these letters or when stopping on a word that ends 


with one of these letters. 
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Notes: 

¢ Whenever a short vowel is placed on one of the above letters and it is located in the middle of 
a word, there is no echoing when pronouncing it, for example: hss <2) 

¢ When a Sukuun is placed over any of these letters that is in the middle of a word, the letter is 
pronounced with a light echoing, for example: JAS (ayhy 

¢ However, when these letters occur at the end of a word, on which one stops during the 
recitation, the echoing is more pronounced, for example: 4x ali 

¢ Even more emphasis is placed on the echoing of the letter when a Shaddah is placed over it and 


it is located at the end of a word. The echoing is very heavy, for example: a cc 


3. Sofiness (ease) - cylll - Al Leen 


This is an easy flow of the letter during pronunciation. This quality is found in Yaa Saakin and 


Waw Saakin when a Fathah is placed on the letter before them («s+ 3+ ), for example: 


4. Diversion - Cal js4YI - Al Inheraaf 

This is the diversion of the sound of the letter from one place to another during pronunciation. 
This quality is present in the letters: J and > 

The pronunciation of Laam and Raa originate from the same area as the letter Nuun. However, 


the pronunciation of Laam is diverted more towards the tip of the tongue while the pronunciation 


of the letter Raa causes the tongue to move backwards a little. 


5. Repetition - SN - At Tikraar 
This is the vibrating of the tongue during pronunciation, causing the repetition of the sound of 


the letter. This is the quality of the letter: b 


6. Spreading - coal - At Tafash-shee 


This is the spreading of the air as it exits the mouth. This is the quality of the letter: U# 


7. Lengthening - AUULi.Y! - Al Istetaalah 
This is the lengthening of the area where the letter originates from. The sound of the letter is 


extended over the entire edge of the tongue from the front to the back. This is the quality of the 


letter: v= 
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In Summary: 
Seven qualities are present in the letter : D 
Six qualities are present in the letters: J woe A¢GhSQ GH 54 JSUUe 


Five qualities are present in the letters: G eA sue KTUsee bier ag) 


2. TEMPORARY QUALITIES - 42 la) Glial (Additional Qualities) 


These qualities involve the rounding or flattening of the sound of the letter, which is known as At 
Tafkheem - aisill and At Targeeq - Sail 


At Tafkheem - asi Fal 
This is a thickness or heaviness that enters upon the sound of the letter, that fills the mouth 


causing it to form a round shape during pronunciation. 


At Targeeg - 38 yi! 
This is a thinnest or a flatness that enters upon the sound of the letter. The mouth is not fill with a 


heavy tone. The shape of the mouth appears flat during pronunciation. 
At Tafkheem -_asSSil ra] 


Letters that are always pronounced with Tafkheem (48 Lirica U4) consist of four levels where 


the heaviness (roundness) is more emphasized than others. (These letters possess the quality of 
Raising - eDiets) 


First Level: The roundness is most emphasized when a Fathah is present over one of the above 
letters and is followed by an Alif. 
Examples: Qaibls casa Cadalcall 


Second Level: The roundness is less emphasized than the first level when:- 


-A Fathah is present over one of these letters and an Alif does not follow it. 


Examples: 5183 jb Gin 


-A Sukuun is present over one of these letters and a Fathah precedes it. 


<o 


Examples: las Gye 
Third Level: The roundness in the pronunciation is less emphasized than in the second level 
when:- 
-A Dummah is present over one of these letters. 
Examples: V5l38  gijdll Gis 
-A Sukuun is present over one of these letters and a Dummah precedes it. 


Examples: divalaal all Gye 


Fourth Level: The roundness in the pronunciation is least emphasized when:- 
-A Kasrah is present under one of these letters. 

Examples: Gj42  4aui aE 
-A Sukuun is present over one of these letters and a Kasrah precedes it. 


Examples: ase) Ale) 
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5385) / At Tarqee 


At Tafkheem - 


Letters that are pronounced heavy (Tafkheem) sometime and thin (Targeeq) other times. These 


letters are: } » Jand Ghunnah. They will be studied individually. 


The letter Raa - 5 


The letter Raa possesses rules when it is placed in the beginning, middle or at the end of a word 


whereby the Raa may be pronounced heavy (round) or thin (flat). 


Raa in the Beginning or Middle of a Word 


A. The letter Raa is pronounced heavy (round) in seven cases when it is placed in the beginning 


or middle of a word. 


1. When a Fathath is over it. 
Examples; G35! 4a) 


2. When a Dummah is over it. 


Examples: | aS otal aD 


3. When a Sukuun is over and a Fathah precedes it . 


x 


Example: @Sea_% 


4. When a Sukuun is over and Dummah precedes it. 


Example: ole yall 


5. When a Sukuun is over it and a Weak Hamzah (! ) precedes it. 


Example: | 32S)! 


Note: An Alif that is located in the middle of a word is called ‘Alif’. However, when it is placed 
at the beginning of a word it is referred to as a Weak Hamzah - J~2'5!\ 3 yaa (Connecting 
Hamzah). 
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6. When a Sukuun is over it and a letter with a Kasrah is connected to it during the recitation. 


Examples: Ose! eg ai) oS a 


7. When a Sukuun is over it, preceded by a Kasrah and followed by a heavy (round) letter ( ¢ 
& gk & U2 U=) which does not have a Kasrah under it. There are only five such words in 
the Quran: ula’ - Surah Al Anaam, Aayah 7 
4854 - Surah At Tawbah, Aayah 122 
IS) - Surah At Tawbah, Aayah 107 
\3La"ye - Surah An Naba’, Aayah 21 
diay - Surah Al Fajr, Aayah 14 


B. The letter Raa is pronounced thin (flat) in two cases when it is placed in the beginning or 


middle of a word. 


1. When a Kasrah is under it. 
Examples: Soe ew) 


2. When a Sukuun is over it, preceded by a letter with a Kasrah and is not followed by a heavy 
(round) letter( 6 & & V4 U= ez). 
Examples: 4¢ 4  9¢ 8 


Note: The word a8 in Surah Ash Shuw’araa is either pronounced heavy (round) or thin 
(flat). This is because the letter Raa has a Sukuun over it, preceded by a Kasrah and followed by 


a heavy letter which has a Kasrah under it. 


61 
Raa at the End of a Word 


A. The letter Raa is pronounced heavy (round) in four cases when it is placed at the end of a 


word where one stops during the recitation or a Sukuun is present over it. 


1. When a Fathah is placed on the letter before it. 
Examples: [SY aul 


2. When a Dummah precedes it. 


3d 


Example: 9 aul 


3. When an Alif (long vowel) precedes it. 
Example: 9 0K YL 


4. When a Waw (long vowel) precedes it. 
Example: shall 


B. The letter Raa is pronounced thin (flat) in two cases when it is placed at the end of a word 


where one stops during the recitation or a Sukuun is present over it. 


1. When a Kasrah or Yaa Saakin precedes it. 


2 


Examples: 34 Sal aS 


2. When a Yaa (long vowel) precedes it. 
Example: ons 


Note: The words 45)! and >= are either pronounced heavy (round) or thin (flat). This is 
because the letter Raa has an Accidental Sukuun over it, preceded by a heavy letter, which is 


further preceded by a letter with a Kasrah. 


THE LETTER RAA- 5 


Beginning and Middle 


of a Word 


Heavy 
(round) 


y 


. Fathah over the 


Raa -443.) 


. Dummah over it- 


| a8 


. Sukuun over and 


F; athah before - 
Sea 


. Sukuun over and 


Dummah before - 


. Sukuun over and 


Weak Hamzah 
with Kasrah 
before -!528))) 


. Sukuun over and 


a connecting 
Kasrah before - 
OF) 5 


. Sukuun over, a 


Kasrah before 
and a heavy letter 
after that does 
not havea _ 
Kasrah -Utb 8 


1. 


Thin 
(flat) 


’ 


Fathah over the 
Raa - 


Sukuun over, a 
Kasrah before 
and a heavy 
letter does not 
follow it -3¢ 4 


Heavy or 
Thin 


y 


The word - 


cy: 


Kasrah before - 


all 


Dummar before - 
aly 


. Alif (long vowel) 


before - JK&eYL 


Waw (long 
vowel) before - 


J shi! 
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End of a Word 


1. Kasrah before - The words - 
JS ill 
cao 
2. Yaa (long 
vowel) before - 
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The letter Laam - J 


This is specific to the divine name ‘4! ’ 


The letter Laam in the word ‘41! ’ is pronounced heavy (round) or thin (flat) during the recitation. 


« When the divine name of ‘ 41! ’ is placed at the beginning of a sentence, the letter Laam is 
pronounced heavy (round). 


Examples: G2)! Gl setul 5 55301 al gab (8 LA AD gM) ai) 845 ail 


¢ When a Fathah or Dummah precedes the word ‘4i\’, the letter Laam is pronounced heavy 
(round) also. 


Examples: <i! O's) a8) 2) rs os 


¢ However, when a Kasrah preceded the word ‘|’, the Laam is pronounced thin (flat). 


Example: 40) (38 G 3 
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The Long Vowel Alif - | 


The long vowel Alif that stretches a letter is pronounced heavy (round) or thin (flat) during the 


recitation as well. 


¢ When the long vowel Alif is attached to a letter that is pronounced heavy (round), the Alif is 
pronounced heavy (round) also. 


Examples: on ls aul on Lica! 


¢ However, when the long vowel Alif is attached to a letter that is pronounced thin (flat), the Alif 
is pronounced thin (flat) also. 
Examples: Cialtell oO) ag ny Y Clésh) alls 


The Ghunnah 


The Ghunnah is pronounced heavy(round) or thin (flat) in the rule Ikhfaa’ (distortion) from the 


rules of Nuun Saakin and Tanween. 


It is pronounced heavy (round), when it is placed before the following letters; G & L Us Us 
Examples: cy galas Cy yaa Cys Sede cohen 


However, when the Ghunnah is placed before the remaining letters of the alphabet, it is 
pronounced thin (flat). 
Examples: eft a aus gisyl 


CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LETTERS 


As Sifaat Al Laazimah As Sifaat Al Aaridah 


Permanent Qualities Temporary Qualities 


4a 50 chiten diza jell culdZall 


At Tafkheem At Targeeq 
wae Gaal 


1. Always - 8 Lice ost All letters excepting - 
2. Sometimes - 5 J! 4 Ji Leste Ged 


As Sifaat Ghir Al 
Mutadaadah - Qualities 
Not Opposite to each 


As Sifaat Al 
Mutadaadah - Qualities 


Opposite to each other 
soLiniAl culiLall 


other 
Salinkall 32 clitall 


(a) Al Hams (Whispering) —- Chin (adit Sind LAs Saf istli ; : 

(b) Al Jahr (Loudness) - The remaining letters ¢ esate (WISHES) re ae 
_ (a) As Sheddah (Strength) oS Li kl 2. AlQalqalah (Echoing) - bs 

— Al Bai-eneeyah (Moderate) - ae OS 

(b) Ar Rakhaawah (Weakness) - The remaining letters 3. Al Leen (Ease) - Ge ge 
. (a) Al Iste’alaa (Raising) - eb Leis Ged a 

(b) Al Istefaal (Lowering) - The remaining letters ay dal nneraes (iverson) ” 29 
. (a) Al Itbaaq (Closing) = b&b O42 Up 5. At Tikraar (Repetition) - ») 

(b) Al Infetaah (Opening) - The remaining letters 

P, 6. At Tafashshee (Spreading) - e" 

. (a) Al Izlaaq (Fluency) - Ol be 8 : = 

(b) Al Ismaat (Restraint) - The remaining letters #, Ad Tstetoalah (eapthening) = oe 
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Other Types of Al Idghaam (Assimilation) 


Al Idghaam occurs with the merging of two sounds as in the rules of Nuun Saakin and Tanween, 


for example: ¢ er , aS previously studied. 


Similarly, Al Idghaam occurs with the merging of two letters, which is also recognized with a 
Shaddah over the letter. 
Example: G=G+ i) 


The merging of letters during the recitation of the Quran are of two types: 
1. The Large Assimilation - 3,Sl) alésy! 


2. The Small Assimilation - “all lé5y! 


1. The Large Assimilation - sil alésy! 


This occurs when two exact letters possessing short vowels are merged together. 


Example: oka la- originally was - ik la 
Here, the two Nuuns possess the short vowels Fathah and Kasrah. This resulted in the 


assimilation of the Nuuns with a Shaddah over it. 


2. The Small Assimilation - 3“all alé3y! 


This is the merging of the sounds of letters that are either identical, similar or near to each other 
in pronunciation. The first letter possessing a Sukuun over it while the second letter has a short 
vowel. Their sounds are merged together with a Shaddah over the second letter, resulting in a 


single sound. There are three types of Small Assimilation. 


A. Identical - Jilais 
B. Similar - ails 
C. Approximate - Gli 
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A. Identical - tleis 


This occurs when two identical letters are merged together. These letters originate from the same 
areas of articulation and possess equal qualities. 
Examples: 15183 8 5 - which is read - 11854 5 
ar Yd. which is read - Jil Bre 
\91lS 4 158 - which is read - | 5il4 446 
Note: There is no merging with ‘Yaa’ and ‘Waw’ when they are utilized as long vowels. 


Examples: | slac 5 \sinle Cs gus (call 
B. Similar - Quik 


This occurs when two letters of similar areas of articulation but different qualities are merged 
together. | Examples: 4atts GS 5 - which is read - agit 5 5 


| yall 1 - which is read - ) yall 


In this category: — is merged into and & 


Examples: Si: 565 egal -which is read- LS pany 
aut Sl 3 - which is read - age ; 3 


is merged into e 
Examples: Us CS) - which is read - 2&8) 


& is merged into 9 


Examples: “Alla Gel. which is read- YL 


2 is merged into = 
Examples: as Sse - which is read - aise 


\ is merged into aE) 
Example: | sl 4) - which is read - | sla! 


44 is merged into & 
Example: 4) - which is read- Gs! 
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C. Approximate - Gls 


This occurs when two letters that originate from approximately the same areas of articulation and 


possess similar qualities are merged together. 


Examples: J is merged into 


O°) 84 -whichisread- O95 


3 is merged into 4 


AES all - which is read - asi ali 


© is merged into the letters that form the words - (Jes 5) 


age’) Ge -whichisread-  age'sis 


69 


Hamzatul Was] J<23!) 3348 
The Connecting Hamzah 


Hamzatul Was! ( j ) is an additional letter located at the beginning of words. These words 


originally commence with Sukuuns. Since, we cannot begin reciting with a Sukuun, a Hamzah is 
placed in-front of the word making it easy to read. This Hamzah is distinguished by the first part 


of a small Saad being placed above it (-= ). 


The sound of this Hamzah is omitted during the recitation of the Holy Quran when it is 
connected to the previous letter or word. However, it is pronounced when it is at the beginning of 


one’s recitation. 
Hamzatul Was! is present in three circumstances: 


1. Before Laam At-Ta’reef( J! ) 
2. Before seven nouns ( lI - gli - slpal - shah - af - ofl - aul ) 
3. Before certain verbs such as: Stal - gibi - Gal 


Omitting Hamzatul Wasl 


1. Omitting Hamzatul Was! when a single letter comes before it: 


Examples: 


dtl - The letter 4 comes before Jbl - is read Jhtil, 


laleila = The letter 9 comes before talbaii - is read (alata 


Onl 5 - The letter _» comes before cel -isread C25 


2. Omitting Hamzatul Wasl when a word precedes it and the last letter in it carries a vowel: 


Examples: 
(a) Hamzatul Wasl before Laam At-Ta’reef - daliall as - is read - dLalial as 


= asl las ii - is read - ais) basil 
Note: Laam At-Tareef is also omitted when followed by a Shamseeyah letter (pg28). 
(b) Hamzatul Wasl with nouns - aul ces - is read - au ces 
- (ae OH) aay -isread- ()« Ch aay 5 
- byte UBT i - is read - ayhe 5 AL, 


y y 


(c) Hamzatul Wasl with verbs - 43l¢ (| des! G5 - is read- 40le C1 Ua OY 


- | 5a Call - is read - | yaa Coal 
= | Asti an - 1s read - | asi a 


3. When Hamzatul Was! follows a word that ends with a harf madd (! - ¢s - 5 ), the Hamzatul 


Wasl is omitted as well as the harf madd. 


Examples: 
2, Maal csi - is read - sialg 


- aaa cpl (tke) -isread- ae ch Cue 
= WS 158815 - is read - US “Sita 
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4. However, when Hamzatul Was! follows a word that ends with a Sukuun, the Hamzatul Wasl is 


omitted and the Sukuun is changed into the short vowel, Fathah, Kasrah or Dummah. 


Examples: 
(a) When the Hamzatul Wasl is preceded by the word (G4), the Sukuun on the Nuun is changed 


to a Fathah. 


~ MNGi Ge -isread- SIGeY Ge 


- clasll Cy - is read - claw Cpe 


(b) If the Hamzatul Wasl is preceded by a plural verb that ends with Waaw and before the Waaw 
there is a Fathah on the preceding letter, then the Sukuun on the Waaw is changed into a 
Dummah. 

— GS 5831 is read - SS) 15588 


= mA \ sia - is read - yal \yiaia 


(c) Likewise, if the Hamzatul Wasl is preceded by a plural Meem, the Sukuun over the Meem is 


changed into a Dummah. 


(d) In all other circumstances, whenever the Hamzatul Wasl follows a Sukuun in the previous 


word, the Sukuun is changed into a Kasrah during the recitation. 


. Jes Gi 5a) cll - is read - ous Sie cl 


- af diel ol - is read - al Me ol 
- 5 Fil (yee - is read - 58 Cyan 


- Gall im - is read - Gall 3 
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(e) Likewise, when Hamzatul Wasl is preceded by a Tanween (which is Nuun Saakin at the end 
of a noun but is represented by an extra vowel) the Nuun Saakin in the Tanween takes a Kasrah 
when reciting. 

AGS wieeade 2) pe 

- 4) a - is read - au; OAS 

- lest) 4458 - is read - abies ji’ 
Note: In some Qurans, a little Nuun is written under the Hamzatul Wasl indicating that the Nuun 


Saakin from the Tanween should be read with Kasrah. 


5. Whenever Hamzatul Istifhaam (the Interrogative Hamzah) precedes Hamzatul Wasl, the 
Hamzatul Wasl is omitted and replaced by an Alif. This is known as Al Madd Al Farq. It is 


stretched for six beats (pg 40). 


Example: 
- aSille which is CAS + | 
- Gulle which is owl +] 


_ aie which is ai + | 
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Pronouncing Hamzatul Wasl 


Pronouncing Hamzatul Wasl occurs when it is recited at the beginning of a sentence or when 
stopping on the pervious word, then continuing the recitation with Hamzatul Was! being the first 


letter. In such cases, Hamzatul Wasl may take a Fathah, Kasrah or a Dummah. 


1. When Hamzatul Wasl has Laam At-Ta'reef following it, a Fathah is assigned to it. 


Example: 
- ay desl - is read - ais Anil 


| o Gye 


~ ad -isread- Gd5 ii 


2. When Hamzatul Wasl occurs with one of the seven nouns mentioned before 
( OUST - Glil- sigal 554) - aa - gil - aul ) or any of their conjugations, a Kasrah is assigned 


to it. 


Example: 
- aul - is read - aul 
-3\5) - is read - al5al 
- oat - is read - oat 


3. When Hamzatul Wasl occurs on a verb, a Kasrah or a Dummah is assigned to it. 


Examples: 


(a) Hamzatul Wasl is allocated a Kasrah if the third letter in the verb has a Fathah or Kasrah 
assigned to it. 
- inal - is read - ical (the third letter ) has a Fathah) 


- a pal - is read i pal (the third letter 5 has a Kasrah) 
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(b) However, a Dummah is allocated to the Hamzatul Wasl if the third letter in the verb has a 


Dummah. 


Sw 


89" ge site 
= ERY - is read - AER 
a8 


- Al -isread- @ > 


bye 


(c) There are five exceptional verbs that possess Dummah on the third letter but the Hamzatul 


Wasl is assigned a Kasrah. These verbs are: 


- \yhal -isread-  Vpcal 
- V3il -isread- Vil 
-\;4a2) -isread- |sta4l 
- Wail - is read - \cail 


- \S8) -isread-  \5ul 


Note: 

In the last example above, the second Hamzah is changed into a Yaa suiting the Kasrah that is 
assigned to the first Hamzah, causing it to stretch for two seconds. 

This rule occurs when two Hamzahs come together, the second of which carries a Sukuun. In 
such case, the second Hamzah with the Sukuun changes to a Madd letter (! - ( - s ) that suits the 


short vowel(- , ) before. 


Examples: 

= Cail - is read at the beginning - oa) 
In the example above, the Hamzatul Wasl takes a Dummah because the third letter in the verb 
carries a Dummah (as mentioned previously). For this reason, the second Hamzah changes to a 


Waaw suiting the Dummah before it. 
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- gil - is read at the beginning - ol 
In this example, the Hamzatul Wasl takes a Kasrah because the third letter in the verb carries a 


Fathah. Therefore, the second Hamzah changes to a Yaa suiting the Kasrah before it. 


Note: 

The difference between Hamzatul Wasl (Jeasll 3 eh) and Hamzatul Qat’a (ahaa 3 jah) is that 
Hamzatul Wasl takes the first part of a small Saad over it (1 ), it occurs in the beginning of a 
word and is only pronounced when it is not connected to the letter or word before it during the 
recitation . Hamzatul Qat on the other hand, carries a small Hamzah above or under it (} - | ), it 


appears anywhere in the word and is always pronounced. 


STOPS - isi! - Al Waqaf 


Stopping on a symbols that are written in the Quran with the intention of continuing the 


recitation after taking a breath. 

Signs of Stopping found in the Holy Quran 
e - This indicates a compulsory stop. Example: Surah An’aam, Aayah 36. 
Y  - This indicates a prohibited stop. Example: Surah Al Anfaal, Aayah 31. 


id - This indicates that there is the choice of stopping or continuing the recitation. 
Example: Surah Al Baqarah, Aayah 44. 


Is 


- This indicates that it is possible to stop but it is preferable to continue. 
Example: Surah Al Baqarah, Aayah 30. 


Met 


- This indicates that it is possible to continue but it is preferable to stop. 
Example: Surah Al Bagarah, Aayah 87. 


- This indicates it is compulsory to stop at one of these places, but not on both. 


Example: Surah Al Bagarah, Aayah 2. 
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Stopping due to a cough, sneeze or to draw a breath 
1. Stopping on the letter ‘Taa’-* /& 
When stopping on a word that ends with an ‘Open Taa’ - © - (Taa Atta’neeth), it is read as the 
letter “Taa’. 


Example: 3) - which is read - “55 


However, when stopping on a ‘Closed Taa’ - § or 4 - (Taa Marbuutah), it is read as a the letter 


‘Haa’. Example: 4X) - whichis read - “3 
2. Stopping on the word 43l 


When stopping on 44 the letter ‘Haa’ is read as ‘Haa Saakin’. 

Example: sll aah | Re 4 - which isread- sul ay! Ae 3 

There are three places in the Quran where 4a) is present. These places are: Surah An Nuur - 
Aayah 31, Surah Az Zukhruf - Aayah 49 and Surah Ar Rahmaan - Aayah 31. 


Apart from these three places, the word 44) is written with an Alif attached to the ‘Haa’ al 2g 


Hence, when stopping on al the ‘Haa’ is stretched. 
3. Stopping on Short Vowels 


When stopping on a word that ends with a Short Vowel, it is read as though a Sukuun is placed 


onit. Example: allel - which is read - allall 
4. Stopping on Tanween 


When stopping on a word that ends with a Dummatine or Kasratine, it is read as though a 
Sukuun is place on it, also. 
Example: 4 = - whichis read - Ws 


aires (« - which is read - farrier Os 
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However, when stopping on a word that ends with a Fathatine, it is read as though ending with 
the ‘Long Vowel’ - Alif. 
Example: '3ita - which is read - ‘Site 


Except for the ‘Closed Taa’ - § or « - (Taa Marbuutah), it is read as though ending with a ‘Haa’ 


when Fathatine is placed over it. 


Example: Agata "ya - which is read - 412) 


PAUSING - &Sul - As Sakt 


This is pausing on a word for about two beats (seconds) with the intention of continuing the 


recitation in the same breath. 


As Sakt is established four places in the Holy Quran and is easily recognized by a little Seen ‘L»’ 
at the top of the sentence. 


= 
Example 1: Surah Al Kahf, Aayah 1-2 laid Lage al eres) al 3 
Pausing after the word - ase 
ee 
Example 2: Surah Yaa Seen, Aayah 52 Ja isd "ya er 


Pausing after the word - Usi!y 


For examples | and 2, the option to either pause or stop completely is permissible. The reason 


being, the word lage is located at the end of a verse and the word 48.) is placed at a preferable 


stop. 
(ee 
Example 3: Surah Al Qiyaamah, Aayah 27 aly ee Oss 5 


Pausing after the word - G4 
ue 
Example 4: Surah Al Mutaffifeen, Aayah 14 agi la ile OD oh pis 
Pausing after the word - J: 
For the examples 3 and 4, it is compulsory to pause after the words O and ch without taking a 


new breath. 
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Other Points to Note 


When there is a little “L»’ over the letter Saad, this implies that the letter Saad should be 


pronounced as the letter Seen. 
Example: Surah Al Bagarah, Aayah 245 - {2% 5 jas) - which is read - LU 


However, when there is a little ‘“L’ under the letter Saad, this implies that it is permissible to 


pronounce the letter Saad as the letter Saad or Seen. 


Example: Surah At Tuur, Aayah 37 - 033.24! - which is read - O5eicaall or 45 /pbiiudll 


2 
When the little diamond shaped sign is placed under the letters ‘|’ the Raa is pronounced 


thin (flat) and is read as ‘Ray’ instead of ‘Raa’. 


Example: Surah Huud, Aayah 41 - ey 
> 
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Ending Remarks 


All praises and thanks are for Allah the Almighty for making this book a reality. The writer prays 
that the information provided in this humble book assists leaners who seeks to recite the Holy 
Quran with perfection and may it contribute positively to their Islamic knowledge. May Allah 


forgive the author for any mistake recorded in this book - Ameen. 


